
 

Bible Engagement  
Growth in Knowing, Loving, and Living God’s Word 

 
When we love God, we want to know more about Him. The primary way we do this is by 
reading the revelation of God given to us in the Bible. If we claim to follow Jesus and do not 
feel the need to go deep in the Scriptures, there is a good chance we do not understand 
what the Bible really is.  As Christians, we get our truth and guidance in large part from God’s 
Word, so we must be committed to studying it faithfully, loving the truth it reveals, and 
applying God’s teaching to our lives on a daily basis.  As we do this, the Scriptures connect 
our heart to the heart of God and grow our love for the people Jesus came to save. 

Indicators of Growth:  

1.​ Conviction - devotion to and following of the precepts of Scripture with zeal, 
whatever the cost. (Daniel 1:8)  

2.​ Devotion - is aligning personal desires, plans, worship, and hope with God 
and the teachings of His Word. (Colossians 3:2)  

3.​ Ability to Teach - sharing our insights and what we have learned from the Bible with 
others, to help them grow in Christian maturity. (Matt. 7:28; 28: 19-20; John 7:16; Mark 
4:2; 2 John 1:9)  

4.​ Purity & Holiness - being set apart for God's use, which is holiness in action. It does 
not allow us to be contaminated nor interfered with by others in our growth and 
relationship in Christ, and keeps us focused on what God says is important in His 
Word. (Matt. 5:8; Phil. 4:8; 1 Tim. 1:5; 5:22; James 4:8)  

5.​ Guidance - willingness to help others to apply the teaching and truth of Scripture in 
everyday life…the good times and the difficult situations. (Proverbs 27:9)  

6.​ Justice - doing and fighting for what is fair, moral, impartial, and right, according to 
God's will revealed in the teaching of the Bible. (Genesis 6:9)  

7.​ Zealousness – maintaining our enthusiasm for our faith and call, not allowing our 
church or ourselves to fall into a rut of meaningless rhetoric but letting Scripture 
ignite our hearts for what honors God. (Luke 2:49; John 2:17 & 8:29)  

8.​ Wisdom - truly desiring the knowledge of God's Word and the proper application to 
our life. This enables us to make good judgments and decisions in the flow of daily 
life. (1 Kings 3:9; Psalm 119:97-98) 

 
 
Ideas for Action to Grow in Bible Engagement:  

1.​ Read the Bible daily. If you need help with this, consider one of these ideas: use an 



online reading plan, a one-year Bible, or talk with a pastor and ask for help designing 
a personal Bible reading plan.  

2.​ Go deeper in the Bible by using a Study Bible (We would recommend the NIV 
Study Bible). Read one or more chapters of the Bible daily, and also read the study 
notes.  

3.​ Listen to the Bible when you wake up, drive in your car, or take walks.  
4.​ Discuss what you are learning from the Bible with friends who love Jesus.  
5.​ Teach others what you learn from the Bible informally or investigate how you can get 

involved in teaching God’s Word at your church.  One of the best ways to learn 
something is to teach it to others.  

6.​ Sing songs that are based on Scripture and let biblical truth fill your heart and mind.  
7.​ Memorize passages that inspire, instruct, encourage, or convict you.  
8.​ Live out what you learn from the Bible and put it into action.  
9.​ In a similar way to eating three meals a day, read one chapter of the Bible three times 

a day. One in the morning, one at lunch, and one before you go to bed.  
10.​ Attend a Men’s, Women’s, couples, or some other Bible study at your church.  
11.​ Read a chronological Bible resource like The Story (Zondervan). 

Resources for Growth in Bible Engagement:  

Organic Disciples Resources: 

1.​ Organic Disciples, Seven Ways to Grow Spiritually and Naturally Share Jesus (The Book), 
Part 1 (Chapters 4-6) on Bible Engagement, Pages 25-58.  

2.​ Organic Disciples, Seven Ways to Grow Spiritually and Naturally Share Jesus (Study 
Guide), on Bible Engagement, Pages 15-29. 

3.​ Organic Disciples, Free Online Video Teaching - Bible Engagement. 
4.​ Organic Outreach International website, www.OrganicOutreach.org 

Books/Articles:  

1.​ Arthur, Kay How to Study Your Bible  
2.​ Anders, Max 30 Days to Understanding the Bible: Unlock the Scriptures in 15 Minutes a 

Day  
3.​ The Bible Project, The Bible Project Poster Book Collection  
4.​ The Books of the Bible New Testament 
5.​ Challies, Tim & Byers, Josh, Visual Theology to the Bible 
6.​ Fee, Gordon D. & Douglas Stuart How to Read the Bible for All It’s Worth  
7.​ Grudem, Wayne Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine  
8.​ Grudem, Wayne Understanding the Big Picture of the Bible: A Guide to Reading the 

Bible Well  
9.​ Harney, Kevin G. “Chapter 5: The Seismic Shift from Snacking to Feasting” Seismic 

Shifts: The Little Changes that Make a Big Difference in Your Life, p. 69-83 14.  
10.​ Keener, Craig, S. The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament 
11.​ Longman III, Tremper & Raymond B. Dillard An Introduction to the Old 

Testament: Second Edition  

https://smile.amazon.com/Organic-Disciples-Seven-Spiritually-Naturally/dp/0310120152/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&tag=organicoutrea-20
https://www.amazon.com/Organic-Disciples-Study-Guide-Spiritually/dp/0310139082/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3SDOZOV6YMBU9&keywords=organic+disciples+study+guide&qid=1640486598&sprefix=organic+disciples+study+guide%2Caps%2C108&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Organic-Disciples-Study-Guide-Spiritually/dp/0310139082/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3SDOZOV6YMBU9&keywords=organic+disciples+study+guide&qid=1640486598&sprefix=organic+disciples+study+guide%2Caps%2C108&sr=8-1
https://vimeo.com/663722092
http://www.organicoutreach.org
https://www.amazon.com/How-Study-Your-Bible-Arthur/dp/1565071735
https://www.amazon.com/Days-Understanding-Bible-30th-Anniversary/dp/0785216189/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?keywords=30+Days+to+Understanding+the+Bible+by+Max+Anders&qid=1557956877&s=books&sr=1-1-spons&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Days-Understanding-Bible-30th-Anniversary/dp/0785216189/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?keywords=30+Days+to+Understanding+the+Bible+by+Max+Anders&qid=1557956877&s=books&sr=1-1-spons&psc=1
https://thebibleproject.com/products/poster-book-collection/
https://www.amazon.com/Books-Bible-New-Testament/dp/1563206609/ref=sims_dp_d_dex_popular_subs_t3_v6_d_sccl_1_5/143-8161882-3674054?pd_rd_w=dJ6uU&content-id=amzn1.sym.b853d215-90db-49b5-bd69-9909dc4557b0&pf_rd_p=b853d215-90db-49b5-bd69-9909dc4557b0&pf_rd_r=82AK9GH2VEHH31S81NVH&pd_rd_wg=SAa09&pd_rd_r=20305166-7b99-4bf3-8ca0-65d7fde52aa4&pd_rd_i=1563206609&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=visual+theology+guide+to+the+bible&adgrpid=187381715178&hvadid=792738065880&hvdev=c&hvexpln=0&hvlocphy=9017467&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=7009234109830709403--&hvqmt=e&hvrand=7009234109830709403&hvtargid=kwd-614840853970&hydadcr=2903_13892033_2446056&mcid=86372df9948638c79547f2444ee3862e&tag=googhydr-20&ref=pd_sl_cyusdsg4q_e
https://www.amazon.com/How-Read-Bible-All-Worth/dp/0310517826/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=How+to+Read+the+Bible+For+All+Its+Worth+Gordon+Fee+%26+Douglas+Stuart&qid=1557956896&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Systematic-Theology-Introduction-Biblical-Doctrine/dp/0310286700
https://www.amazon.com/Understanding-Big-Picture-Bible-Reading/dp/1433531623
https://www.amazon.com/Understanding-Big-Picture-Bible-Reading/dp/1433531623
https://www.amazon.com/Seismic-Shifts-Little-Changes-Difference/dp/0310291585/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=seismic+shifts&qid=1558112635&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Seismic-Shifts-Little-Changes-Difference/dp/0310291585/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=seismic+shifts&qid=1558112635&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/IVP-Bible-Background-Commentary-Testament/dp/0830824782/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?keywords=IVP+Bible+Background+Commentary-+NT.+Craig+Keener&qid=1557944725&s=books&sr=1-1-fkmr0
https://www.amazon.com/Introduction-Old-Testament-Second/dp/0310263417/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=An+Introduction+to+the+Old+Testament&qid=1558132148&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Introduction-Old-Testament-Second/dp/0310263417/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=An+Introduction+to+the+Old+Testament&qid=1558132148&s=books&sr=1-2


12. Lucado, Max & Randy Frazee The Story: The Bible as One Continuing Story of God and 
His People  

12.​ Mounce, Wiliam D. Mounce’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New 
Testament Words  

13.​ Sproul, R. C. Knowing Scripture 
14.​ Wiersbe, Warren W. The Bible Exposition Commentary 
15.​ Windhal, Zach; Nelson Publishing, The Bible Simplified 
16.​ Wright, N.T. & Michael F. Bird The New Testament You Never Knew: Exploring the 

Context, Purpose, and Meaning of the Story of God  
17.​ Zondervan Academics, The NIV Application Commentary Bundles (There are 8 different 

bundles.   
18.​ Zondervan, The NIV Application Commentary On The Bible 

Articles/Websites/Blogs:  

1.​ The Bible Project, “3 Easy Ways to Engage the Bible and Help You Get Started”  
2.​ The Bible Project, "Visual Storytelling Meets the Bible"  
3.​ Chapell, Bryan “4 Ways Your Whole Bible Points to Jesus”  
4.​ Reichard, Drew “14 Great Ways to Engage God’s Word”  
5.​ GotQuestions.org 
6.​ DesiringGod.org 
7.​ Bibleproject.com 

Apps:  

1.​ First 5 Bible Study App  
2.​ Logos Bible App  
3.​ She Reads Truth/He Reads Truth Apps  
4.​ YouVersion Bible App  
5.​ Dwell Bible App 
6.​ Blue Letter Bible  
7.​ The Bible ProjectVersify - free Scripture memorization app 
8.​ BibleRef - Commentary by Got Questions  

Sermons/Podcasts/Bible Studies:  

1.​ The Bible Project, The Bible Project's YouTube Sermons  
2.​ Cobble, Tara-Leigh The Bible Recap 
3.​ Collins, Jon & Tim Mackie The Bible Project Podcast  
4.​ Harney, Kevin G. & Burge, Gary M. NIV Application Commentary Resources: John Bible 

Study 
5.​ Harney, Kevin G. & Garland, David E. NIV Application Commentary Resources: Mark 

Bible Study 
6.​ Harney, Kevin G. & Keener, Craig S. NIV Application Commentary Resources: Revelation 

Bible Study 
7.​ Harney, Kevin G. & Moo, Douglas J. NIV Application Commentary Resources: Romans 

Bible Study 
8.​ Moore, Beth Living Proof Podcast  
9.​ Smith, Angie Seamless: Understanding the Bible as One Complete Story 

 
Resources for Kids:  

https://www.amazon.com/Story-Continuing-Selections-International-Version/dp/031095097X
https://www.amazon.com/Story-Continuing-Selections-International-Version/dp/031095097X
https://www.amazon.com/Mounces-Complete-Expository-Dictionary-Testament/dp/0310248787
https://www.amazon.com/Mounces-Complete-Expository-Dictionary-Testament/dp/0310248787
https://www.amazon.com/Knowing-Scripture-R-C-Sproul/dp/0830844686/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2MAD8TSSEI39F&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.6_LGZvT4XzYxD6hRmZ9BU9Kn_wehhyFimDo0yHYzOPdhDRq5FkL6ovjU1kQJDaKCwsp9FHPLqL0jNKh6mXp0te-o-njI0J32-IBqdk6BN-hiuFfMQS-dd1ub6shXOUBd-JZDZa4vexcbOVj0_zmWbnUJXxVO8vsF1nk4cALUIH6VS-fy7NeskCsIw66QTMepxZKau1XBz6ctKq1pvF3n6hD-Zbg9__7iYK6KyRG59TM.8_a8Vl38xwhWxdvRoZqa9xZOVgw_IjYR-1_Qky6eGO0&dib_tag=se&keywords=knowing+scripture+rc+sproul&qid=1789578444&sprefix=knowing+sc%2Caps%2C212&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Simplified-Learn-Story-Live/dp/1400252539/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.LY_aVCJpM6AD05kcznhBWqb1UvN7P-ozC5tF2ijBMzC5mx4vaD89FItYnP6sulu1J9tnxUoiN5oS3yyJaWDmNnWN9Bue8IwiPDNmh3Asz2HgrE_1KasIkzUTn5GSmLPWiSeicXzcM9hVam6ItqK3dTw-kBVx1dbZMrK7Jh0bipiDbjr7dEfagB2ioeOSUOQ-B-tMB7L1oAJW2P_RfWwI2cVemAAwrhv6z_pnmQ7IDhM.Z2JOf_3IDXZkwgqw0H43gwH1MLcd5Hzudmrus_t0qDU&dib_tag=se&hvadid=792635201712&hvdev=c&hvexpln=67&hvlocphy=9028392&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=10330863906505388151--&hvqmt=e&hvrand=10330863906505388151&hvtargid=kwd-301185653696&hydadcr=2938_13892050&keywords=the+bible+simplified&mcid=e7eb33f4bc6a35e1ad4cbfc8069752f3&qid=1789579003&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Testament-Never-Knew-Study-Guide/dp/0310085292
https://www.amazon.com/Testament-Never-Knew-Study-Guide/dp/0310085292
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=The+NIV+Application+Commentary+bundle&ref=nb_sb_noss_2
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=The+NIV+Application+Commentary+bundle&ref=nb_sb_noss_2
https://www.amazon.com/NIV-Application-Commentary-Bible-One/dp/0310530806/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.WKgXmFXyoheQGZk65eUYQ58G3FEDdjHgcPvnAo3U2Oo-bS6AW9W1MWQhNobtQwyCYOll5SH6CXnIKeo8dNeqJFZp55XyiHuCO3YvBwEQjVxOtmUc7YeMfjrpU96Xfy80vxruTC8lpgIVqjR3HSKs429DgikIUolsdaT7U7ASws1OSs7C_6PjiGO6I6eY8zAaWzJzKWRgLKu4nE4WsDF1LvVQJhLtQRTaWno8kSmLhLc.JNZB9TzB5IOlrK6prfKvEx1ARVPSxzFYiyd90axxic0&dib_tag=se&hvadid=777885223323&hvdev=c&hvexpln=67&hvlocphy=9028392&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=1035994249559371782--&hvqmt=e&hvrand=1035994249559371782&hvtargid=kwd-299952011162&hydadcr=22591_13821178&keywords=the+niv+application+commentary&mcid=4b204c3919993d49b86c7c8cd4a89143&qid=1789578703&s=books&sr=1-1
https://thebibleproject.com/blog/3-easy-ways-engage-bible-help/
https://thebibleproject.com/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/4-ways-bible-points-jesus/
https://www.biblegateway.com/blog/2019/03/14-great-ways-to-engage-with-gods-word/
http://gotquestions.org
http://desiringgod.org
http://bibleproject.com
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/first-5/id997457664?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/logos-bible-study-tools/id336400266?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/he-reads-truth/id1009532934?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/bible/id282935706?mt=8
https://dwellapp.io
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.blueletterbible.blb&hl=en_US&pli=1
https://getversify.web.app
https://www.bibleref.com
https://www.youtube.com/user/jointhebibleproject
https://www.thebiblerecap.com
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-bible-project/id1050832450
https://www.walmart.com/ip/NIV-Application-Commentary-Resources-John-Bible-Study-Knowing-What-Is-True-in-an-Untrue-World-Paperback-9780310179344/15615851819?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=101094067&adid=2222222222715615851819_101094067_199492704626_24219758109&wl0=&wl1=g&wl2=c&wl3=823751273895&wl4=pla-2449037643288&wl5=9028392&wl6=&wl7=&wl8=&wl9=pla&wl10=521532765&wl11=online&wl12=15615851819_101094067&veh=sem&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=24219758109&gbraid=0AAAAADmfBIo6nvv1LGvDD_IfwapXv3RqI&gclid=CjwKCAjw_KjVBhAHEiwAnC0N9G7kCfdpkP1W8Vh-36yK6UlMh31YLeF8Z7W5cRIE2geZstF5gPY9AxoCeEoQAvD_BwE
https://www.walmart.com/ip/NIV-Application-Commentary-Resources-John-Bible-Study-Knowing-What-Is-True-in-an-Untrue-World-Paperback-9780310179344/15615851819?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=101094067&adid=2222222222715615851819_101094067_199492704626_24219758109&wl0=&wl1=g&wl2=c&wl3=823751273895&wl4=pla-2449037643288&wl5=9028392&wl6=&wl7=&wl8=&wl9=pla&wl10=521532765&wl11=online&wl12=15615851819_101094067&veh=sem&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=24219758109&gbraid=0AAAAADmfBIo6nvv1LGvDD_IfwapXv3RqI&gclid=CjwKCAjw_KjVBhAHEiwAnC0N9G7kCfdpkP1W8Vh-36yK6UlMh31YLeF8Z7W5cRIE2geZstF5gPY9AxoCeEoQAvD_BwE
https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/mark-bible-study-our-faith-in-jesus-is-built-on-a-strong-foundation-applying-the-bible-to-life-series-niv-application-commentary-resources_kevin-g-harney_david-e-garland/54102593/item/73814136/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=shopping_new_condition_books_high_14637440387&utm_adgroup=&utm_term=&utm_content=545821544816&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=14637440387&gbraid=0AAAAADwY45jGIzoK1iybjjPL702VklrRM&gclid=CjwKCAjw_KjVBhAHEiwAnC0N9K3eD5r1Osr2mwAKKNhk8YQt4O2fPC55xSYeUW2kcUywPuT-fBTmzhoCCWsQAvD_BwE#idiq=73814136&edition=72051856
https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/mark-bible-study-our-faith-in-jesus-is-built-on-a-strong-foundation-applying-the-bible-to-life-series-niv-application-commentary-resources_kevin-g-harney_david-e-garland/54102593/item/73814136/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=shopping_new_condition_books_high_14637440387&utm_adgroup=&utm_term=&utm_content=545821544816&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=14637440387&gbraid=0AAAAADwY45jGIzoK1iybjjPL702VklrRM&gclid=CjwKCAjw_KjVBhAHEiwAnC0N9K3eD5r1Osr2mwAKKNhk8YQt4O2fPC55xSYeUW2kcUywPuT-fBTmzhoCCWsQAvD_BwE#idiq=73814136&edition=72051856
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0310179327?lv=shuf&channelId=500&plpRedirect=mhFallback
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0310179327?lv=shuf&channelId=500&plpRedirect=mhFallback
https://www.walmart.com/ip/NIV-Application-Commentary-Resources-Romans-Bible-Study-Living-Our-Faith-with-Grace-and-Truth-Paperback-9780310176817/13877115335?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=101019640&adid=2222222222713877115335_101019640_199492704626_24219758109&wl0=&wl1=g&wl2=c&wl3=823751273895&wl4=pla-2449037643288&wl5=9028392&wl6=&wl7=&wl8=&wl9=pla&wl10=191490931&wl11=online&wl12=13877115335_101019640&veh=sem&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=24219758109&gbraid=0AAAAADmfBIo6nvv1LGvDD_IfwapXv3RqI&gclid=CjwKCAjw_KjVBhAHEiwAnC0N9CI-XG0fmXb6lcBDLSVwpQQrmsUxp3p-UaNl8ZtlE8a5kOWDh8iSOhoCXTUQAvD_BwE
https://www.walmart.com/ip/NIV-Application-Commentary-Resources-Romans-Bible-Study-Living-Our-Faith-with-Grace-and-Truth-Paperback-9780310176817/13877115335?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=101019640&adid=2222222222713877115335_101019640_199492704626_24219758109&wl0=&wl1=g&wl2=c&wl3=823751273895&wl4=pla-2449037643288&wl5=9028392&wl6=&wl7=&wl8=&wl9=pla&wl10=191490931&wl11=online&wl12=13877115335_101019640&veh=sem&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=24219758109&gbraid=0AAAAADmfBIo6nvv1LGvDD_IfwapXv3RqI&gclid=CjwKCAjw_KjVBhAHEiwAnC0N9CI-XG0fmXb6lcBDLSVwpQQrmsUxp3p-UaNl8ZtlE8a5kOWDh8iSOhoCXTUQAvD_BwE
https://subsplash.com/livingproofwithbethmoore/media/li/+a981379
https://www.lifeway.com/en/product-family/seamless?s_kwcid=AL!4443!3!254051176469!e!!g!!seamless%20bible%20study&s_kwcid=AL!4443!3!254051176469!e!!g!!seamless%20bible%20study&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIw9mPpruI4gIVE6vsCh3tBQN2EAAYASAAEgIa8vD_BwE&ef_id=EAIaIQobChMIw9mPpruI4gIVE6vsCh3tBQN2EAAYASAAEgIa8vD_BwE:G:s


 
1.​ Fuller Youth Institute, Sticky Faith Resources  
2.​ Lloyd-Jones, Sally The Jesus Storybook Bible: Every Story Whispers His Name  
3.​ YouVersion, The YouVersion Bible App for Kids 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://fulleryouthinstitute.org/stickyfaith
https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-Storybook-Bible-Every-Whispers/dp/0310708257/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Jesus+Storybook+Bible&qid=1557944082&s=books&sr=1-1
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/bible-app-for-kids/id668692393?mt=8

